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HERE is a kind of Writing, wherein 
the Poet quite lofes fight of Nature, and 
_ entertains his Reader’s Imagination with 
| the Charaéters and A@ions of fuch Per- 
Megas as have many of them no Exiftence, but what 
he beftows on them. Such are Fairies, Witches, 
Biscicians, Demons, and departed Spirits. This 
Mr. Dryden calls the Fairie way of Writing, which 
“indeed, more difficult than any other thatdepends 
the Poet’s Fancy, becaufe he has no. Pattern to 
Hollow in it, and muft work alto; ther out of his 
own Invention. 

































There is a very odd turn of Thought required 
for this fort of Writing, and it is impofiible for a 
Moet to fucceed in it, who has not a particular Caft 


oe Fancy, and an Imagination naturally fruitful * 


dfuperititious. Befides this, he ought to be ve- 
MBiy well verfed in Legends and Fables, antiquated 
"Momances, and the [ raditions of Nurfes and old 
Women, that he may fall in with our natural Pre- 
indices, and humour thofe Notions which we have 
‘imbibed in our Infancy. For, otherwife, he will 
beapt to make his Fairies talk like People of his 
own Species, and not like other Setts of Beings, who 
WR converfe with different Objcéts, and think in a dif- 
sold rent manner from that ot Mankind; 


re i ~~ deduti caveant, me Fudice, Fauni 
e velut inanti triviis ac pene forenfes 
 lut nimium teneris juvenentur verfibus— 


1d not fay with Mr. Bays in the Rebearfal, that 
o0M Spirits mutt not be confined to fpeak Sente, but it 
i isis certain their Senfe ought to be a little difcolour- 
td, that it may feem particular, and proper to the 
é@Perfon and the Condition of the Speaker. 


Thefe Defcriptions raife a pissing kind of Hor- 
tour in the Mind of the Reader, and amufe his I- 
mgination with the Strangenefs and Novelty of the 
, andy Ptlons who are reprefented in them. They bring up 
ine Memory the Stories we have heard in 

st 
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our Child-hood, and favour thofe fecret Terro 
Apprehenfions to which the Mind of Man a 
rally fubje€t. We are pleafed with furveying the 
different Mabits and Behaviours of Foreign Coun- 
tries, how much more muft we be delighted and fur- 
prifed when weare led, asit were, intoa new Creati- 
on, and feethe Perfons and Manners of another Spe- 
cies ? Men of cold Fancies, and Philofophical Difpo- 
fitions, objeét to this kind of Poetry, thatjt has not 
Probability enough to affe& the Imagination. But to 
this it may be anfwered, that we are fare, in gene- 
ral, there are many Intelle@ual Beings in the World 
befides our felves, and feveral Species of Spirits 
that are fubjcét to different Laws and Oeconomies 
from thofe of Mankind ; when we fee, therefore. a- 
ny of thefe reprefented naturally, we cannot look 
upon the Reprefentation as altogether impoffible - 
nay, many are prepofleft with fuch falfe Opinions, 
as difpofe them to believe thefe particular Delofi- 
ons ; at left, we have all heard fo many pleafing 
Relations in favour of them, that we do not care 
for feeing through the Falfhood, and willingly 
give our fel'*s up to fo agreeable an Impofture. 


The Ancients have not much of this Po . 
mong them, for, indeed, almoft the whole Subftence 
of it owes its Original to the Darknefs and Super- 
ftition of later Ages, when pious Frauds were made 
ufe of to amufe Mankind, and frighten them into 
a Senfe of their Duty. Our Forefathers looked up- 
on Nature with more Reverence and Horrour, be- 
fore the ‘World was enlightened by Learning and 
Philofophy, and loved to aftonith themfelves with the 
Apprehenfions of Witchcraft, Prodigies, Charms 
and Enchantments. There was f{carce a Village in 
England that had nota Ghoft in it,the Church-yards 
were all haunted, every large Common had a Circle 
of Fairies belonging to it, and there was fcarce a Shep- 
herd to be met with whe had not feen a Spirit. 


Among all the Poets of this Kind our Exg/; 
much the bett, by what I have yet feen, ihe ‘it 
be that we abound with more Stories or this Na- 
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ture, or that the Genius of our Country is fitter 
for this fort of Poetry. For the Exgiifp are natu- 
rally Fanciful, and very often difpofed by that 
Gloominefs and Melancholly of Temper, which 
is fo frequent in our Nation, to many wild Notions 
and Vilions, to which others are not fo liable. 


Among the Exglifh, Shake/pear has incomparably 
excelled all others. That noble Extravagance of 
Fancy, which he had in fogreat PerfeGtion, through- 
ly qualified him to touch this weak fuperftitious 
Fart of his Reader’s Imagination; and made him 
capable of fucceeding, where he had nothing to fup- 
port him befides the Strength of his own Genius. 
There is fomething fo wild and yet fo folemn in 
the Speeches of his Ghofts, Fairies, Witches, and 
the like Imaginary Perfons, that we cannot forbear 
thinking them natural, tho’ we have uo Rule by 
which to judge of them, and muft confefs, if there 
are fuch Beings in the World, it looks highly pro- 
bable they thould talk and aét as he has repreient- 
ed thein. 


There is another fort of Imaginary Beings, that 
we fometimes meet with among the Poets, when 
the Author reprefents any Paflion, Appetite, Virtue 
or Vice, under avifible Snipe, and makesit a Perfon 
or an Actor in his Poem. Of this Nature are the 
Defcriptions of Hunger and Envy in Ovid, of Fame 
in Virgil, end of Sin and D.ath in Aflton, We 
find a whole Creation of the like thadowy Perfons 
in Speacer, who had ati admirable Talent in Repre- 
fentations of this kind. I have difcourfed of thefe 
Emblematical Perfons in former Papers, and fhall 
therefore only mention them in this Place. Thus 
we fee how many ways Poetry addreffes it felf to 
the Imagination, as it has notonly the whole Circle 
of Nature forits Province, but makes new Worlds 
of its own, fhews us Perfons thatarenot to be found 
in Being, and reprefents even the Faculties of the 
Sov!, with her feveral Virtues and Vices, in a fenfible 
Shape and Chara@ter. 


I fhall, in my two following Papers, confider in 
general, how other kinds of Writing are qualified 
to pleafe the Imagination, .with which | intend to 
conclude this Effay. . 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Not Acted thefe Fifteen Years, 
By her Majefty’s Company of Comedians. 


A: the Theatre Reyal in Drury-Lane, - prefent 
Turfiay, being the rf Day f July, will be Reviv’d The ad part 
ef the Delirudion of thr be Titus Vefpafian, The Part of 
Titus by Mr, Booth, Phraarces Mr, Mills, Tiberius Mr. Keen, John 
Mr, Powel, Berrenice Mrs. Rogers, Clarova Mrs, bradfhaw. N. B, 
The Company will Continue to A&, on every Tuefday and Friday, 
during this Summer Seafon, By Her Majefty’s Command, no Per- 
fons are to be Admitted behind the Scenes, 


to begin at ore a Clock. Catalogues co be had at the Houle, NR 



















































On Thurfday will be Publith’a, 


A Collection of all the Speeches, Meflages 
Nis late Majeity King William the Fhird of ever Glorious 
by J. Baker, inPater-Nofler Row, Where may be nad dem 
Prince Mirabel, pr. 3 #. The prefent Scate of Parties, PT. 45. Theta’ 
TraGts for and againit Wicehcraf:, in Relation to Jane Warhags,c 
pr. 6d. each. Ali ac Stake, Hannover or Perhyn, pr, 34, ‘Ca, 
Proje, pr. 4d. j Au 


Te be Sold by AUCTION, 


On Thurfday the 3d Inftant, the Houtholj, 
Goods, Pidtures, Lis.ven anu Plate of Mr. Nicholas Hutchings 
chant, deceafed, at his hace Dwelling-Houfe ia Lite gr, 
over-againit Leather feliers Hall, in Bithopt-gaterftreer, The 
be feea-this.Day, Wedoefday, and Thurfday till the time of fe 





The Houfe ‘with Cosei: houfe and Stables, to be Lect, 
out a large Warehoufe, 


For SALE by the CANDLE, 


Fine Neat Batavia Arrack, Imported from th 
Eft Indies, fh Oiey Frigat, by Adjournment to this p 
being che aft of July, at 3 a Clock in the Afternoon ifely, el 
Garraways Coffee acufe in Alley ; Catal tobe hal g 
Jobn’s wertagey | - — > Cornhill, at the a 
houles and piace of Sale, mi er, co be {poken wit gi 
Joho's © fee-heufe io Swithins Alley Corahill. ™ 

An inféllible Ele@tuary for Coughsand Colds, whic 
immediately’ and fafely cures them to admiration, takes away u 
» Shorcoefs of Breath, difficulty of Breathing, Sorenefs or 
nefs of che Stomach or Wind-pipe; is Healing and Balfamick, ¢ 
entle and eafic Expeétoration, reCtiges all manner of difordersef 
ungs. preferving them intire, found and good, certaialy cur} 
Ulcers therein ; removes all old fhort Coughs, cures the P;,! 
Afthma to a Miracle, alfoCararrhs or Defluxions of Rheum, &, 
Noble Virtues are inexpreffible, for it effeCtually and quickly 
all forts of Coughs, Colds and Diforders of the Breaftand Lungs 1 
Wonder; *cis Dot to be equall’d, Price2 % 6d, 2 Por. Wik Diredt 
ons. Sold on'y at Mr. Payn’s Toythop atthe Angel and Crown j 
Paul’s Church-yard near Cheapfide. ‘ 

Letters and Negotiations of theCount D’ E 
Awmbeffador from Lewis the Fourreenth to the States General of 
United Provinces of the Low Countries: From the Year 1 
the Year 1669. Confifling chiefly of Original Lecters and 
fons from ‘he French King and his Minifters, to che {sid Come 
with his Anfwers, Wherein are feveral fecret Tranfa&tions be 
the Courts of England and France during chat time. Tranileed by 
Several Hands. In Three Volumes, Princed for D, Brown, J, 
on, A. and j.Churchil, J. Konapton, R, Koaplock, G. pak ig 
Banger, and J. Pembercor. 

The Works of Mr. Francis Beaumont and 
fohn Fletcher, in 7 Volls. 8vo. adorn’d with Cutts. Plutarch’s ki 
in ¢ Volls, cranflaced by feveral hands, Seneca’s Morals tranflaed 
Sir, Roger ’ Kitrange. The Satyrs of Decimus Junius Juv 
&c, tranflated into Englifh Verfe by Mr. Dryden and feveral 1 
eminent Hands. The Works of Mr. Congreve in 3 Volls,conifiggit 
of his Plays and Poems, Poems on feveral Occafions writcenby ti” 
Pries; Paradifelof, 9 Poem, in12 Books,by Mr. John Milton, Thy 
Chriftian Hero, written by Mr. Steele. N. B. The three laf 

inted with a@ near Elzever Letter in {mall Pocket Volumes: A 
Printed for Jacob Tonfon at Shakefpear’s head over-againft Catheriat; 
treet in the Strand. ’ y vem 

The Retir’d Gard’ner, or, Dialogues b 
a Gentleman and a Gard’ner: Containing the Methods of Makigyimhing: 
Ordering and ee a Fruit and Kitchin-Garden, together wid ; 
the Manner of Planting and Cultivating Flowers, Plants, § 
and Under-Shrubs, neceffary for the Adorning of Gardens, &c. Is 
which is explain’d, the Art of Making and Difpofing of 
terres, Ar! of Greens, Wood-Works, Arches, Columns, alll, 
other Pieces and Comparcmencs ufually found in the mof Ber 
tiful Gardens of Country-Seats. The whole enrich’d with V 


of Figures, being . Te 


With er with. 


a Tranflation from the Sieur Louis Liger 
which is added, a Defcription and Plan of Count Tallard’s Garda... 
at Nottingham, The whole Revis’d, with feveral Alterations ol 
Additions, which render it proper for our Englith Culure, 
George London, end Henry Wife. Printed Jacob Tonks 
at Sakefpear’s Head over ageinf Catherine-ftreet in che Strand, 





LONDON: Printed for Sem. Buckley, at the Dolphin in Little-Britain ; a 
A. Baldwin in Warwick-Lane , where Advertifements are taken 10) 
Charles Lillie, Perfumer, at the Corner of Saft OO bpging: 


Sold by 
as alfo by 
the Strand, 


Cy Cc 
big eno’ 






